Missouri Teens - Violent Deaths
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Preventive Factors

Ways to reduce teen deaths include:

Teen education on the potentially tragic consequences associated with operating a vehicle under
dangerous or hazardous conditions, including driving while under the influence of alcohol or
other drugs and not wearing a seatbelt;

Posted telephone numbers and available resources that teens can easily access and utilize, including
Missouri’s Kids Under Twenty-One (KUTO), a 24-hour peer-led suicide prevention and crisis
intervention hotline;

Better communication from parents, educators, school counselors, and other community leaders,
so teens know supportive adults are available;

Mental health support services, especially for high-risk groups such as homosexual teens;
Community- or school-based crime prevention programs that address issues such as substance
abuse, anger management, gun control, gang violence, and community policing;

Limit easy access to guns and other weapons in the home;

Constructive alternative activities to reduce violent and high-risk behavior.

Violent Deaths of Teens, 1992 - 2001
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This variable measures the number of teens ages 15 to 19 who died because of motor vehicle crashes, homicides, suicides or
unintentional injuries. It is expressed at a rate of 100,000 teens of that age. Data are aggregated, or combined, for five-year
periods to arrive at more stable rates.

Missouri Teen Suicide Hotline Numbers

Cape Girardeau - Community Counseling Center 800-356-5395
Springfield - Crisis Assistance Team 800-494-7355
St. Louis - Behavioral Health Response 800-811-4760
St. Joseph - Family Guidance Center for Behavioral Health 888-279-8188
St. Louis - Kids Under Twenty-One (KUTO) 888-644-5886

St. Louis - Life Crisis Services, Inc. 314-647-4357




